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Denaby Carols

Community Carol Concert
Submitted by Heather - St Leger Homes
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The weather outside was frightful but the event was still delightful, a snow machine we'd
been loaned. Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow.

On Wednesday 22nd December we held our very first Community Carol event at Flower Park
in Denaby Main. As always you never know whether people will attend, but once again the
community of Denaby did not disappoint as they rallied around to sing carols and Christmas
songs at the bandstand. Our rendition of the Twelve Days of Christmas was truly fantastic
and our voices echoed around the park, market and streets beyond. A real big thank you to
all those who took part and we look forward to running a similar event in 2022.  

The event was supported by St Leger Homes, Doncaster Council, Family HUB, Well Doncaster,
Helping Hands and Active Dearne.



Carcroft and Skellow Sewing Bee

Sadly in February, 2020 Sue died and we lost a brilliant friend and leader. We keep her
ambition alive and have managed to keep the group in contact throughout the Covid crisis.
Most of us were able to use lockdown to make scrubs, masks, bags etc to help the people
working in the NHS. Thankfully we managed to return to Edward Road in September 2021 and
have many plans for the future. 

We decided as thanks to St Johns Hospice, who looked after Sue so well, we would dedicate
some of our time to making things that would raise funds for them. We are glad to have made
lots of items for them and had fun while doing it. We still intend to support them and other
charities in the future.

We are always happy to welcome new members. Our interests include quilting, dressmaking,
bag making, toy making, embroidery, knitting, and any crafts that our members would like to
try. 

We are very fortunate to have sewing machines and overlockers, also embroidery machines
cutting mats etc. You are also welcome to bring your own machine if it is PAT tested.
The atmosphere is very relaxed and friendly. We have a break during the evening for
refreshments and to get together to share conversation, ideas, etc. We meet on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6pm until 9pm. 

Submitted by Jan (Chair) and Lynette (Vice-Chair) - Carcroft
Carcroft and Skellow Sewing Bee is a
group of friends who get together to sew,
make and share ideas. The idea started
when Sue Brock offered to teach her
neighbour how to sew. From that, the
idea was quickly formed of inviting other
like-minded people to join with them and
start a club. So in April 2015, they were
fortunate enough to be able to meet at
the Chestnut View Communal Hall off
Edward Road.

Sue Brock became the Queen Bee and
with all her enthusiastic worker bees they
embarked on many exciting and
interesting projects. Some of us are
experienced sewists and others began as
complete novices. Everyone has a
favourite interest and we share ideas and
encourage and help each other. We have
had some tutorial workshop days and also
social trips out.

. 

Wheatley Community Action Network TARA
Just to let everyone know we are continuing our work from the Community House on Beckett
Road in Wheatley. Our building is now open 10am - 12 noon Monday to Friday. We are pleased
that we have been able to get together again and have recently managed to make four
donations of £500 each to the following charities: Yorkshire Air Ambulance, a local Parkinson
support group, DonMentia and Firefly.



Ridgewood School work with Greenwood TARA
Many thanks to the pupils from Ridgewood School, Scawsby, who have truly proved that
Christmas is 'the most wonderful time of the year'.  

Michelle Charters, Assistant Head, explained that the students have been working on a
teamwork competition to collect food items and create Christmas themed hampers to donate
to people who would benefit most within the areas of Scawsby, Scawthorpe, Cusworth and
Sprotbrough.

and beyond to provide beautiful, thoughtful hampers to the people who live in their
communities.

Greenwood TARA Christmas Design Competition

After getting in touch with Carol Higgins, the
local Customer Involvement Officer, it was
agreed that the hampers should be distributed
to people in the local community before
Christmas.

Michelle and Carol met with the committee of
Greenwood TARA on Wednesday 8th
December and the first of the hampers arrived
- 29 hampers were presented, since then the
idea went from strength to strength. In total, a
fantastic 40 - yes 40 hampers - have been
donated.

Once again many of us are faced with a
Christmas that looks like it is going to be very
different. However, one thing that has not
changed in our communities is the goodwill
and generosity that exists between us.

Special thanks to the many pupils from
Ridgewood School who have truly gone above

Greenwood TARA also asked Rosedale Infant and
Primary School for help with Christmas decorations for
the communal hall. This year's competition was no
different, except the decorations had to be made out of
recyclable material.

The TARA had many wonderfully amazing and creative
entries, but only one winner could be chosen from each
year. Hall users were asked to vote for their favourites for
each year, with the final decision going to the TARA
Committee.

With the exception of Year 4, which was a class entry
and received money, the other entrants received a £20
Gift Card from a well-known toy superstore. Additionally,
each class also received a tub of sweets as a thank you.

Congratulations to all the winning entrants and thank
you to all who took part to ensure the communal hall look
so Christmassy.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone
at the Greenwood TARA.

 



December is here at last, and I found myself wondering just how many of these Ramblings I’ve
written over the past 18 months; well, this is number 25, believe it or not - I’ve enjoyed writing
every one of them, and I hope they have given one or two of you a reason to smile through this
pandemic. The whole thing seems to have gained a bit more momentum again with this new
variant, but I’m sure we can rely on the boffins in the laboratories around the world, to come
up with another vaccine solution to help us out. We can really consider ourselves quite lucky
that we have so many clever scientists and researchers that can find answers to most of the
problems these viruses throw at us. I think we all owe them a great deal of thanks.

It’s been quite a busy year for the Tenants' and Residents' Involvement Panel this year as well.
We have had several big reviews to do for the company, and each one has tested our mettle
in one way or another. We are only a small group of volunteers, and we could always do with
a few more members, so if you are finding that you have a few hours to spare, and you have
an interest in trying to improve the performance of your landlord, or you would like to have a
say on how the local problems you experience affect you as a resident, why not ring 01302
862743 and leave a message for Alison to express an interest. You can be a tenant or a
resident, and new ideas, or a different approach to a problem, is always helpful and
appreciated. Following the Grenfell tragedy, the Government produced a White Paper on the
future of social housing, and there is a lot of work to be done to ensure that companies like St
Leger Homes, find the way to get the best results for their customers, in other words, you and
I. Challenge is a great innovator, and innovation is a great challenge, so we are all looking
forward to finding the best solutions to the climate change challenge and the green issues
ahead of us.

I’ll get off my soapbox now and look forward to my next big challenge, Christmas!! I know
what I want for Christmas this year. I’ve decided on a full-length mirror in the hallway. On
reflection, it will give me a new friend to talk to every day, and he will always agree with me!!
My wife can use it to talk to her best friend as well, so it can be a joint present!! There’s
economy for you.

The grandchildren are the biggest problem as always, and the way the weather has been
lately, I don’t know if I should buy them a sun hat or an umbrella? My grandson said he wanted
a Nintendo Switch, so I thought that would be easy. I can buy a switch for about a fiver in
B&Q, but he said that the one he wants is about £300 in Currys! I can’t believe it costs so
much for something to turn the lights on. I don’t understand it at all. My granddaughter said
she wanted money to buy some clothes, but the offer of a tenner didn’t seem to go down too
well so I guess I’m a bit behind the times. How things have changed since my childhood. When
I was young, a tablet was something you took when you were ill, now it’s a source of
entertainment. Virtual Reality was something you could slip in and out of if you were half
asleep, and electric cars were toys for rich kids. An iPad was something the doctor put onto
your eye if you had a problem with it. Zoom was a hit song for Fat Larrys’ Band and now it’s a
computer programme to enable you to have a business meeting, RAM was a male goat who
could remember when he last butted your behind, not Random Access Memory, no wonder I
get confused!

Ron's Ramblings

I’d like to take his opportunity to wish both the readers of the
Ramblings, a very Merry Christmas, and a happier New Year. Thanks
to Heather and all the editorial staff who work so hard to put this
whole thing together, and I’d like to end this year with a picture that
made me laugh so much that the tears ran down my face. Be safe,
be kind and be happy.


