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For further information visit 
www.stlegerhomes.co.uk

Useful links

•  www.refugeecouncil.org.uk
•  www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk
•  www.amnesty.org
•  www.asylumsupport.info/
•  www.consonant.org.uk
•  www.refugeeaccess.info



MYTH: Our council tax bills are going up to pay for asylum-seekers.

FACT: The costs of looking after asylum seekers and processing their claims are met 
by central government.

MYTH: The UK takes more than its fair share of the world’s asylum seekers.

FACT: The UK has 5 asylum applications for every 10,000 people resident in the UK, 
across the EU 27 countries the figure is 14 applications per 10,000 people, showing 
that the UK is below average among the EU member states for asylum applications. 
The UK ranks 17th among its partner states on this measure.

MYTH: Britain is a ‘soft touch’ for asylum seekers.

FACT: The Government has tightened up immigration control. Ferry firms and 
haulers who bring over stowaways are fined and immigration staff use heartbeat and 
breathing detectors to apprehend illegal immigrants.

MYTH: All our asylum seekers are bogus.

FACT: The latest Home Office data shows that around 27% of those applying for 
asylum were granted humanitarian protection in the last five years.

MYTH: All asylum seekers abuse the NHS.

FACT: The government has to look after asylum seekers, including medical needs, 
under international law so they are entitled to register with a GP and receive free 
Primary and secondary care. Some asylum seekers are qualified nurses, doctors and 
consultants.

MYTH: All asylum-seekers live in luxury.

FACT: Asylum seekers aged over 25 live on £37.75-a-week, for each person in their 
household, this is to pay for things they need such as food clothing and toiletries, and 
the money is loaded on to a debit card each week. If an asylum seeker is pregnant 
or a mother of a child under 3yrs old there is a supplement added to allow for healthy 
food, this ranges from £3 - £5 extra a week. They are not provided with mobile 
phones, DVD’s, cars, or televisions.

MYTH: Asylum seekers don’t want to work.

FACT: Many seekers have left behind businesses or skilled jobs in their home country 
and are keen to start work and earn money. People who arrived after July 2002 are 

banned from working in the UK whilst they claim asylum, volunteering is allowed, 
however it cannot interfere with scheduled events such as asylum interviews or 
regular reporting events.

MYTH: Asylum seekers are taking our housing.

FACT: Asylum seekers are given somewhere to live if they need it, that could be in a 
flat, house, hostel or bed and breakfast. They cannot choose where they would like 
to live and are not on Housing Waiting Lists. To apply for a Council House a persons 
immigration status must grant them ‘recourse to public funds’.

MYTH: Most actually come from safe countries.

FACT: Most refugees in recent years have come from Iran, Iraq, Eritrea, Pakistan, 
Albania, Sudan, Afghanistan, India, Bangladesh, Syria and Vietnam. Most would 
prefer to stay at home, but have fled because of persecution, terrorism or war.

MYTH: Asylum-seekers are linked to criminal gangs.

FACT: Statistics show that there has been no refugee crime wave. The percentage of 
immigrants that are in prison is 12% roughly in line with their share of the population 
(around 13%) (Adapted from the national press).


