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AGMs in August 2010  
 

�� North 
Middlegate TARA – 5 August 2010 at 1.30pm Ammersall Road Community Centre 
 
�� West 
Poets Corner – August 4 at 7pm, Hallgate Centre, Hallgate, Mexborough 
 
�� South 
None 
 
�� East 
Stanley Gardens TARA Stainforth, 2nd August at 3.15pm in the Stanley Rd Communal 
Hall,  
 
�� Central 
Balby West  

 
Dear All 
  
Please note the following TARAs will not be meeting  in August 
 

�� North 
Woodlands new Estate TARA 
 
�� West 

Coronation Area TARA  

Craganour Place TARA  

Edlington Royal TARA  

Howbeck Drive TARA  

Mexborough Common TARA  

Windhill Estate TARA 
 
�� South 
Radburn Estate TARA (Rossington) 
 

�� East 
Thorne South 

 

�� Central 
 

TARA NEWS  
Don’t see your event in the Community Engagement Report?  
 

Please remember to let your Community Engagement Officer know what’s happening in your 
group so they can share and celebrate your achievements with the Doncaster Federation of 
Tenant and Residents and all the Tenant and Resident Associations across the Borough. 
 

Inquiries for new TARA’s with your Community Engagement Team 
 

We have at present 3 inquiries for starting new Tara’s, 2 in Denaby and 1 in Stainforth.  
We will keep you posted as they develop.   
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Jubilee Court 
Monday 23 August  
Country and Western Singer Norman Stephens will be entertaining guests.    
FREE admission – BOOKINGS ONLY – first come first served. 
 

Saturday 25 September 
Craft Fair – including light refreshments – 11am – 3pm – FREE admission 
 

Please contact Andrea on 01302 369640 to book or if you would like a stall at the craft fair.  
 

Kirk Sandall TARA  
Kirk Sandall TARA has made donations recently of £150 to Macmillan Home Relief that 
covers support at home and a further £50 to the South Yorkshire Air Ambulance appeal.  
The TARA chair Andy has been involved in fundraising for Velundre a hospital for specific 
lung cancer in Wales.  The fundraising involved a full body wax (ooh painful) which he and 
his work colleagues did for charity. He also was involved in 24hrs training with the army to do 
a challenge walk to try and set a record for it. The Tara sponsored the event, which has 
received pledges of over £2400. The TARA donate £100 pounds to Velundre in support of 
the chair‘s pain and endeavours.  
 

Stanley Gardens TARA Stainforth 
The Stanley Gardens TARA now officially has a gardening sub-section dealing with the 
refurbishment of existing and newly donated planters on the estate.  The project has 
accessed funding for column hanging baskets, when in full bloom these will brighten up the 
area.  
 

Polton Close Tara  
The Polton Close Fun-day is scheduled to take place on Thursday 29th July from 1-5pm. 
The event is in support of the Chatsworth Suite at Doncaster Royal Infirmary, The South 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the Help the Hero’s Charities.  
 

Polton Close has just established a new sub-section called the “Social and Entertainment 
Section.  The group has been formed with a new committee and members and the first event 
being organised for their members is a 40s night with themed memorabilia from the time. 
They plan to have 40s food, music and clothes, blacked out windows to the communal hall. 
There will be the mandatory equipment available including gas masks, sand bags and tin 
hats. The hall will be dressed up with camouflage nets and pontoon lighting. An air raid 
shelter is planned; a good time will be had by all.  
 

Polton’s BIG LUNCH day went well. The centre was opened up; those that attended brought 
a selection of food.  The use of paper plates helped the ladies of the kitchen to cut down on 
work, every one brought their agreed food and the day was a great success. 
Polton Close has arranged another evening at the Pit Club on the 19th August to raise funds 
for their 3 charities. The event is in support of the Chatsworth Suite at Doncaster Royal 
Infirmary, The South Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the Help the Hero’s Charities.  
 

Bra’s Update. 
Just an up date on the quest that Polton Close TARA made for them selves in supporting the 
South Yorkshire Air Ambulance in there collection of un- wanted bra’s .   Air Ambulance have 
now collected 192,000 bra’s, Polton have contributed over 10,000 with the support of some 
of the TARA’s and other outlets that have joined in collecting, of these Kirk Sandall Tara 
deserve a mention having contributed 1900 bra’s with the help of their supporters, one of 
which is Tone Zone fitness.  
Many thanks to all those who have contributed to the cause, but keep on collecting there is 
only 8,000 more bra’s required for the Air Ambulance to reach the target of 200,000 set by a 
recycling contractor who will hand over at least £10,000 when the target is reached.  
So as they would say on Strictly Come Dancing…………………Keeeeeep collecting!! 
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Redmond Community TARA 
Redmond Community TARA has just obtained £2,000 ABC funding to provide street dance 
classes for the youngsters during the holidays.  
 

Poets Corner TARA 
Congratulations to all the members of the community in Mexborough who have worked 
tirelessly in their gardens.  The TARA committee recently invited 4 independent judges to 
visit each of the entries for this year’s competition. 
 

This year the TARA has awarded the following prizes: 
 

1st: £40 
2nd  £30 
3rd  £20 
 

1 Highly Commended and 3 Commended. 
 

As you can see from the pictures below it was ‘Blooming Marvellous!’ 
 

Winners Garden 
 

 
 

Best of the Rest 
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Howbeck Drive TARA 
The TARA have recently held a pie and pea supper money raised will go towards TARA 
funds for future use 
 

Mexborough Common TARA 
The committee of the TARA have recently produced a newsletter for the members of their 
community.  The newsletter details times and dates for future meetings as well as noting any 
special events that will be happening in the area.  Congratulations to Roy for all the hard 
work and effort he puts in for the production of this newsletter. 
 

Latin Gardens TARA 
The TARA was officially awarded their certificate at the July meeting for their work with Living 
Streets.  They are the first TARA to be awarded this certificate.  Let’s hope they are not the 
last… 
 

Edlington Royal TARA 
Members of the TARA continue to support the Friends of Martinwells Lake in reclaiming a 
hidden beauty spot.  In recent years the pond has been abandoned and uncared for.  As can 
be seen from the photos below hard work and patience is becoming fruitful and it is hoped 
that the pond will be returned to its former glory. 
 

   
 
 

The TARA is also working with PCSO Scott Christie on a new school road safety campaign 
for the West of the borough. The campaign hopes to raise awareness about parking issues 
around schools amongst parents and carers of school.  
 

It is hoped that the TARAs across the West of Doncaster will support the scheme and help 
with funding for the project.  A copy of the proposed 2mtr x 1mtr poster can be seen below.  
Donations have already been received from Latin Gardens and Emley Drive TARA as well as 
the Windhill TARA.  Donations have also been agreed by Trevor Heptinstall                                           
(Neighbourhood Manager- DMBC)) and Dave Wilkinson (Estates Manager – St. Leger 
Homes. 
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Gornies Hill TARA 
The TARA will be officially moving venue.  The meetings will now take place at the Sure Start 
Centre, Wath Road, Mexborough.  Meetings will continue to be held on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 7pm. 
 

Windhill TARA 
Did you know that the TARA has got its’ own website?  They can be found at 
www.windhilltara.co.uk             
 

Westbourne & Mallard TARA 
Westbourne & Mallard TARA held 'Community Crimefighters' day' held in and around 
Westbourne Communal Hall, Balby on Saturday 3 July.  Susan Jordan opened the event.   
 

On the photo below with Susan are Maureen Benfold, TARA Chair and Dennis Benfold, 
secretary.  The event was funded by the Home Office' initiative, ‘Justice seen, Justice done' 
scheme.  This funding is available to groups who have attended the scheme's training 
course, and funds events that raise awareness of Crime & Community Safety related issues. 
 

 
 

Balby Littlemoor TARA 
Balby Littlemoor TARA held their ‘Party in the park’ at Westfield Park on Saturday 17 July.  
The event featured; Stalls, Face Painting, Martial Arts display, Dancers, Fair rides, Dog 
Show and a DJ.  Here are some images from the event; 
 

 
 

 
Wheatley TARA 
Wheatley‘s Bingo sessions are every other Friday afternoon from 1pm (sessions are 6th and 
20th during August) and the alternate evenings (sessions are 13th and 27th during August) 
There are 10 games in each session.   
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Woodfield TARA 
Forthcoming activities from Woodfield TARA in August are; 
 

Wednesday 4- Teddy Bears picnic £1.50 per ticket 
Saturday 7- Summer Fayre  
Thursday 12- Sports Day. Prizes+ Packed Lunch. 50p 
Tuesday 17- Cultural food day 
Thursday 26- Cleethorpes.  £4 per seat.  Deposit payable. 
 

Film club for children & young people  
10am-12pm 
Wednesday 28 July 
Wednesday 11 August 
Wednesday 25 August  
 

**New 13-16 Club** featuring PS3, Xbox, Wii, DJ decks, Punch bag, Internet, Pool table  
Thursdays at 7pm 
 
  
Wadworth TARA 
An ABC (South Yorkshire Police) award of £500 was accessed by the committee to provide 
diversionary activities for mischievous night. As yet the activities are still to be agreed.  
 

Radburn Estate Rossington  
Boxing nights to help stop anti social behaviour on the estate have been set up in the 
Poacher pub for youths to learn how to spa and become involved in the sport.  This activity 
has had the support and help of the local estate officer Pat Conlan along with the boxing 
club. In contrast to the boxing, pamper nights have also been arranged to attract the young 
girls on the estate to give some support to them and a chance to learn a new skills. The first 
session was held last week with 14 girls attending.  
 

DFTRA / SLHD – Mobile Display Unit  
 

Dates of future bookings:- 
 

AUGUST 
Monday 2 August Neighbourhood Alliance Adwick, Venue and times to follow 
 

Thursday 5 August Denaby Gala, 10.30 - 4pm on the Denaby Market Place. Nyssa Hird CEO 
and Michaela Heaps CEO Admin will be attending.  
  
Saturday 7 August Kirk Sandall Gala, Tesco Field Edenthorpe 9.30- 3pm.  Tom Cunningham 
will be attending with Kirk Sandall Tara.  
 

Monday 9 August Neighbourhood Alliance Adwick, Venue and times to follow 
 

Saturday 14 August Mexborough 
 

Gala, Venue and times to follow SJC attending  
 

Wednesday 18th August 12:00 - 17:00 Neighbourhood Alliance will be stationed outside All 
Saints Church Hall in Woodlands with the MDU promoting themselves and what they do.   
Saturday 28th August - Community Crime Fighters present 'COMMUNITY AS ONE’ –  
10am - 4pm at Coulman Rd Recreation Ground, Thorne. The Thorne Tara's - North 
Common & Thorne South have been approached to have a joint stand.  
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Bank Holiday Monday 30 August.  ‘Annual Community Carnival’ this will be to provide 
information about SLHD’s services.  The event will run between 12 noon and 5 pm and will 
be held on the Rossington Welfare field.  Officers from the Rossington Area office will be 
attending.  
 

SEPTEMBER   
Wednesday 1st September, Hatfield Fun Day 12-5pm (Alan Hindson requested MDU) Tom 
Cunningham & SJC to attend 
    
In the Community 
 

St. Leger Homes Community Liaison Team  
 

TRAINING (Get £’s for your TARA) 
Don’t forget that by undertaking our training sessions, up to four committee members will 
receive £10 each towards their TARA funds for attending any training session and up to six 
committee members attending Committee Skills training.  Please let us know if there is any 
training you think would be useful to your group for us to include in the next programme. 
 

Committee Skills Training   
 

 
 
41 TARAs have completed their committee skills training and some have already had their 
certificates presented to them at their TARA meetings.  Currently Four TARAs are waiting 
dates when the training will take place   
 

We would like all TARA committees to take part in this as it helps build confidence and 
ensures a consistent message is delivered across the TARAs. The purpose is to highlight the 
roles and responsibilities of a committee and how to run effective meetings.    We can deliver 
this training in the morning, afternoon or evening in a venue near you and at whatever time 
suits your committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This can be booked 
through your Community 
Liaison Officer and it can 
be done at a venue of 
your choice, at a time to 
suit your members.  It is 
an opportunity to brush 
up your Committee skills 
and have a bit of fun.  
Those who have already 
taken up this training 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
it and have been 
surprised at how much 
they gained from doing 
it.   
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E-Learning 
 

St. Leger Homes of Doncaster has joined forces with the Housing e-Academy to provide you 
with the opportunity to improve your skills and knowledge from the comfort of your own 
home. 
We are currently offering six modules: 

�� Fire Safety  
�� First Aid  
�� Introduction to Health and Safety  
�� Climbing the Career Ladder  
�� Healthy Living  
�� Managing a Home  

 

The modules are interactive and easy to follow, to give them a try go to the St Leger Homes 
web site, click on the following link http://www.stlegerhomes.co.uk/careers_and_training/e-
learning.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW FOR 

2010 2011 

  

          

 
 

 
We are offering two 

NEW ACCREDITED COURSES 
Business Administration and Report Writing 

 
These courses will run weekly for 10 weeks.  They will be run in September and January 
consecutively.  If you are interested in signing up for these coursed please contact the 
Community Engagement Team on 01302 862292  
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FREE TENANT TRAINING PROGRAMME 
2010-11 

We are offering two NEW OCR ACCREDITED COURSES in  
**Business Administration and Report Writing** 

 
Date Time Course Please tick ��� �  Venues  

 

Sept 2010 
for 12 
weeks 

9.00-17.00 **Business Admin 
   Level 1 

 TRRC 

Jan 

2010 for 
12 weeks 

9.00-17.00 **Report Writing 
   Level 2 

 TRRC 

01 Sep 10 
 
02 Sep 10 

9.00 – 15.00 
 
9.00 – 15.30 

Spreadsheets for 
Beginners 
Newsletter Writing 

 TRRC 
 
TRRC 

05 Oct 10 
 
06 Oct 10 
 
13 Oct 10 

9.00 – 15.00 
 
9.00 – 15.00 
 
9.00 – 15.00 

Intermediate 
Spreadsheets 
Minute Taking 
Advanced Confidence 
Building 

 TRRC  
 
TRRC 
 
TRRC 

02 Nov 10 
03 Nov 10 

9.00 – 15.00 
9.00 – 15.00 

Website Design 
Confidence Building 

 TRRC 
TRRC 

04 Jan 11 
11 Jan 11 

9.00 – 15.00 
9.00 – 15.00 

Advanced Website Design 
Minute Taking 

 TRRC 
TRRC 

01 Feb 11 
 
02 Feb 11 

9.00 – 15.00  
 
9.00 – 15.00 

Internet Skills 
Advanced Confidence 
Building 

 TRRC 
 
TRRC 

01 Mar 11 
 
02 Mar 11 

9.00 – 15.30 
 
9.00 – 15.00 

Newsletter Writing 
Basic ICT & Internet 
Safety 

 TRRC 
 
TRRC 

TRRC =  Tenant’s  and Resident’s Resource Centre  
 
Other courses are available: 

Food Safety in Catering, Level 2  
First Aid,  
Good Living/Good Housekeeping 
DIY Skills,  
Equality and Diversity Awareness,  
Committee Skills for TARA Committees  
Call Centre Visits can be arranged. 

 Goals UK – Self Esteem, Assertiveness and taking Total Responsibility 
                    Chair-Based Exercise for the Frailer Older Person,  
   Doncaster Youth Service: Young People’s training Programme 
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Please contact the Community Engagement Team if you  are interested  
Telephone: 01302 862292  
Fax: 01302 862626 
E-mail:  communityengagement@stlegerhomes.co.uk 
 
Alternatively, you can tick your choice of course, complete the personal details below, 

and return this form to any of our local area offic es. 
 
Name……………………………………………………………………... 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………... 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Telephone Number……………………………………………………… 
 
Email……………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

To support you further in your development, we can also refer you to Jobmates 
  
What is Jobmates? 
 
Jobmates helps you find ways to tackle your barriers into work.  Barriers may be low 
confidence, low skills or other problems that prevent you finding employment and achieving a 
good quality of life. Jobmates is a friendly group of people who have access to a range of 
support services to help find training, volunteering and job vacancies.  They may be able to 
help with childcare and debt issues to help clients get that job. 
 

 
 

 
 
DYTAG 
The group last met on Wednesday 30th June. At this meeting they were joined by Andy Rowe 
to discuss training for tenants on DIY / Lifeskills. The group considered that this would be 
really useful for young tenants taking on a new tenancy who may have never lived alone 
before. Andy Rowe is to discuss this further with Meryl Liddell and Lynne Harrison. Three 
members of DYTAG expressed an interest in joining the SJC, and they have received further 
information together with an invitation to visit the Tenants Resource Centre. 
 

August will see the start of the pilot evening meetings which are to be held at the CVS 
building. This will be held on the last Wednesday of the month, to mirror the existing morning 
meetings. 
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Rural Focus Group  
This group was re-launched on Monday 7 June 2010.  The re-launch meeting was held at 
10am – 12pm at the Friends Meeting House, Balby Bridge. A light buffet to celebrate the re-
launch was provided.  This meeting discussed the new terms of reference for the group and 
topics for future meetings. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 3rd August.  
 

Disability Focus Group  
The Disability Focus Group met on Wednesday 26th May 2010 in the Airport Lounge, 
Doncaster Deaf College, Leger Way. The group were involved in a joint consultation on Aids 
and Adaptations, led by Paul Lightfoot from St Leger Homes of Doncaster and Keith Sinclair 
from Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council.  
 

Members raised many questions and both Paul Lightfoot and Keith Sinclair suggested 
inviting Belinda Farthing, DMBC Principle Occupational Therapist, to the next meeting on 
25th August so that further issues could be discussed.  
 

BME Doncaster Settlers TARA  
The BME Doncaster Settlers TARA met on Monday 26th July. Cllr Andrea Milner attended 
and informed the group about her role as the Childrens and Young Peoples service, 
Equalities and Cohesion portfolio holder. 
 

BME TARA members have recently completed the City & Guilds 
7303 Preparing for Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector course 
(PTLLS). The 13-week course started on Tuesday 3 November, and 
finished on 16 February 2010. Members who gained the qualification 
now have the necessary expertise to deliver training on behalf of the 
Social Enterprise. The group have elected a Committee and are 
working closely with Tony Appleton from Doncaster CVS, who is 
offering advice and support regarding drawing up a Constitution and 
Business Plan for the proposed Social Enterprise, which has now 
been named  

“Bright Active Minds Enterprise” (BAME).  
Tony has produced a Template for the Business Plan, and members have been allocated 
various sections to draft in order to move the initiative forward, as most Funders specify that 
a Business Plan accompanies Grant Applications. Janet Gillott from CVS is also working with 
the group to design a Programme for delivery of the training programme. 
 

Community Engagement Officer Gavin Shawcroft, who is delivering an Introduction to 
Funding training course, also attended the meeting. This was very well received, and 
members requested that Gavin returns to advise and assist the group in applying the course 
guidelines to specific Funding bids, to support Bright Active Minds Enterprise. 
 

BME Tenant Participation Survey  
The Diversity Team has conducted a BME Tenant Participation Survey, which highlights 
barriers to attendance at local and borough wide TARA meetings. The results have been 
analysed in order to remove barriers to attendance, increase membership at both BME 
Doncaster Settlers TARA and signpost tenants to their local TARA meetings. 
  
Facebook  
After the new innovates reported last month the use of Facebook is still increasing, not only 
from our tenants but also our staff. This is a very useful tool to keep people up to date with 
events and information. As reported last month, we now have several groups and a TARA 
Corner page, with attendance growing continually. 
 

Vulnerable Persons Database  
Vivien Binks is currently researching the feasibility of setting up a Vulnerable Persons 
Database, by benchmarking other organisations. The intention is to establish a coordinated 
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approach of support and assistance for our vulnerable customers. The initiative is being 
rolled out to all service areas, and a Flow-Chart is currently being developed. 
 
Equality and Diversity Guide  
The Team has drafted an Equality and Diversity Guide, which will inform staff on a wide 
variety of issues addressed within the St Leger Homes of Doncaster Single Equality Scheme. 
Consultation has taken place with members of staff, the Guide has been amended as a 
result of this feedback and will shortly be available to all members of staff. 
 
 
 
 


