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AGMs in March 2011  
 

�  North 
Redhouse Tara, Thursday 3 rd March at 6.30pm Whinfell Close, 
Communal Hall, Adwick  

�  West 
�                   None 

�  South  
 None 
 

�  East 
Polton Close Tara, Thursday 10 th March 2pm,  

Polton Close Communal Hall Stainforth.  

�  Central 
                        None 
 
 
 
 
 
Dissolution of Association. 
 
Thorne South TARA 
It is with sadness to announce that Thorne South Tara has decided to dissolve.  
The group had been formed 15 years ago and Dennis had been chairperson from the 
start. Unfortunately the support from the community had diminished over past years and 
the small committee felt the Tara had served the community well but it was time to call it 
a day.    
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Have you thought of joining the SJC?   

 
You could   

 
 Support Tenants 
 Influence the future of social housing 
 Develop safer and better neighborhoods 
 Improve consultation 
 Empower yourself, your estate and your neighbourhoo d 

 

Doncaster Federation of Tenants and Residents Needs  You! 
 

As you may be aware the time is upon us again to look for new members to join us here on 
the Standing Joint Committee of the Doncaster Federation of Tenant’s and Resident’s 
Associations. 
 
Taking into consideration our current vacancies and those of the current members who have 
served three years the following vacancies are available: 
 
Tenant Member   x8 
Housing Association Member  x1 
Private Rented Member  x2 
DYTAG Representative  x1 
Resident Member   x2 
Leaseholder Member  x1 
 

(Please note current members of the SJC are able to apply for a renewal of their position)  
 

All nominations must be returned care of Heather Saunders, Community Engagement 
Officer, St. Leger Homes, White Rose Way, Doncaster, DN4 5ND, no later than Friday 25th 
February, 2011 at 5pm. 
 

Scrutiny Panel 
The Scrutiny Panel are looking for new members, for more information please Meryl Liddell 
on 01302 862281    
 

TARA NEWS  
 

Don’t see your event in the Community Engagement Report?  
 

Please remember to let your Community Engagement Officer know what’s happening in your group 
so they can share and celebrate your achievements with the Doncaster Federation of Tenant and 
Residents and all the Tenant and Resident Associations across the Borough. 
 

 
Enquiries for new TARA’s with your Community Engage ment Team 
There are no outstanding enquiries at the moment 
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CALM TARA - ARMTHORPE  
The TARA is holding a ‘Table Top Fayre’ on the 26th February 11am -2pm to be held in 
Maple Grove Communal Hall Armthorpe all welcome.   
 

Polton Close TARA - Stainforth 
Last month the ladies of the committee plus a few members of the TARA, both male and 
female stated that they were starting a group slim, to get into shape in preparation of 
appearing in their forth coming charity calendar called, ‘The Polton Girls’ just like the original 
calendar girls!  The group have called themselves “The 88 Club” and are paying a £1 a week 
into a fund that will contribute to their nominated charities later in the year which at present 
stands at £33. After the weigh-in on Wednesday 9th February the members announced en-
block the group had lost 1st 4lbs.  The result of the second weigh-in on Wednesday 16th 
February the group loss was 14 lbs.  To date the “88”Club has lost 2stone 4lbs (32lbs).  
As the slim continues and the calendar project develops, I will keep everyone informed.   
 

Tickhill TARA  
Skipping Success at Tickhill TARA  
Tickhill TARA recently took advantage of the Environmental Scheme supported by St Leger 
Homes Trisha Marsh from the Tickhill TARA wrote this after the day the skip had been 
delivered  
 
“Wow what a success that was and what a coup for Tickhill TARA!  The skip and its fabulous 
driver Tony arrived just before 9am.  Shane (one of our TARA members) was there to guide 
him to his parking place.  I then went to start my collections from people who had phoned me 
to tell me they had rubbish, but were unable to get their stuff to the skip on the day. 
 
When I got back from the first collection the skip was not empty anymore and Shane and 
Tony had made the front of it into a lounge area with an armchair, chair, little table with a 
vase and plastic flowers and a lamp. It was great and it made people laugh when they came 
to drop off rubbish.  I was about 2 hours loading and unloading the stuff I was collecting.  
People were coming in cars, with wheelbarrows, with wheelie bins and with sack barrows 
you name it they used it!  The atmosphere was wonderful despite the weather and I cannot 
praise Shane enough he was wonderful, he had a rapport with everyone and the little old 
ladies in Beech who came and said they had rubbish he was straight round and gathering it 
for them.  
 
We were thanked and complimented all day. The driver was so helpful too and with him and 
Shane we had our own Morecambe and Wise show it really made everyone laugh. People 
came from all over village and Shane and I kept stressing in a non intrusive way that they 
had TARA to thank and we have a permanent request for this on a regular basis maybe 
twice a year plus Tony wants to come again.  The icing on the cake was one person 
who came to enquire if this skip was just for council tenants use and Shane was ecstatic to 
announce that as all the flyers and posters stated it is for everyone in the community 
and organised by Tickhill TARA for the use of the whole community  
 
A TARA member who lives over road from skip fetched a cuppa out and biscuits for the 
workers.  Cyril from the TARA helped me load some collections for a while so he felt he was 
doing his bit for the TARA and at 90 I think that’s lovely 
 
The skip was so full you couldn’t have got a piece of paper in so Tony was gone by 1.30 and 
Shane and I dripping wet, shattered but so euphoric at the success went to our homes for 
hot baths and rest but we felt so satisfied that time flew by we were having so much fun.  
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Sorry to waffle but I had such a good time this is my cup of tea like the Scarecrow days, 
the opportunity to have a stall at local gala.  Sorry to go on, but, these things are my cup of 
tea being out in the thick of the village meeting old and new friends getting spin from them 
and subtly letting them know this is TARA. I love Tickhill and its folks to bits and spend my 
week doing various works here fitting round mum and family I enjoy getting down and dirty 
so to speak its what keeps the community together one day I won’t be able to be this active 
but till then I love it. I have run the brownies started Youth clubs as my home was becoming 
one when my kids were younger so I thought blow this lets keep my house tidy and rent a 
hall.  So a waffling end to the saga from a very happy bunny!” 
 
Tickhill TARA  
Coffee Club 
The Tara have started a Thursday Coffee Club in Communal Hall from 10am and it is  
disabled friendly with access for wheelchairs and plenty of space for you scooter drivers to 
park your dream machines. So pop along and meet your friends for a chat!  
 
We have started an early evening Sunday Bingo for anyone who enjoys a game 
  
ARE YOU READY FOR THE DIGITAL ERA! 
Do you understand all the hype and information about this new era? We have organised a 
person to come to us and in simple layman terms tell us all about this and what it entails. 
There is lots of help both financial and manual out there and wonderful people who will come 
and sort us out whether we tenants or owners.  The talk will take place on Thursday 17th 
March at 10 am in Castle Close Communal Hall.  Should you have any further enquires 
please contact the Community Engagement Team on 01302 862292, who have leaflets etc. 
to explain the switch over   
 

Tickhill Scarecrow Festival 2011  
The festival will be held over 2 days, Saturday 30th April and Sunday 1st May and is being 
organised by Tickhill Together and programmes will be available from the beginning of April.   
The scarecrows will be on display from 10am-5pm on both days.  There will be two routes in 
the programme to make viewing of more scarecrows possible in different areas of Tickhill.  
 
The public will decide the winners of the competition this year. There will be voting slip 
incorporated into the programme.   
 
Edlington Royal TARA 
The TARA continues to raise awareness of the Road Safety campaign.  They are scheduled 
to meet to discuss the winner of the design ‘PC Bumble’ Campaign that was run before 
Christmas. 
 
Boost for lake transformation project 
 Volunteers in Doncaster who are working to transform a lake into a local beauty spot have 
received a £1,266 boost.  St Leger Homes of Doncaster has donated the money to Friends 
of Martinwells Lake and it has been used to buy a range of tools. The tools will be used to 
continue renovating the area in Edlington, previously known as the Brick Ponds.  The money 
has bought both adult and children’s tools, including forks, spades, rakes and wheelbarrows, 
so that the whole community can get involved in the revamp of the area.  Already volunteers 
have carried out a lot of work including opening up the pathways around the lake.  They have 
also received a Doncaster Metropolitan Council Neighbourhood Manager’s commendation 
for the work they have already done at the lake.  This week youngsters from Edlington 
Victoria Primary School visited the site to plant bulbs.  The money was donated from St 
Leger Homes’ Estate Improvement Fund – a fund where tenants are asked how they would 
like the money investing to benefit their area.  Maureen Tennison, tenant and treasurer for 
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Friends of Martinwells Lake, said: “This is a great boost for the project and will help the 
volunteers continue with their excellent work.”  Frank Protherow, tenant and chairman of the 
Estate Improvement Fund, said: “This is a really worthwhile project that the whole community 
can become involved in. The volunteers working to spruce up Martinwells Lake have already 
put in a lot of hours and their work is really appreciated. I know that the tools will help them 
continue transforming this area.” 
  

 
 
Caption: Youngsters from Edlington Victoria Primary School’s reception class are pictured 
with some of the children’s tools together with (from the left, back row) Lynne Williams, 
teaching assistant; Jane Bowker, nursery nurse; Maureen Tennison, Frank Protherow, 
Maureen Cantrill, volunteer with Friends of Martinwells Lake; Karen Hoey, class teacher and 
Dennis Roe, Doncaster Council’s countryside ranger. 
 
Craganour and Denaby Welcome TARA 
Live in or around Denaby?  Fancy having a go at Beauty?  Craganour TARA is running a 
Beauty Course starting March 2nd which is to be held at the Craganour Community House 
(6-8 Craganour Place). The course will be held on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:30 for 
5 weeks. If you are currently unemployed, the course is free!!   For more details, please call 
the Community Engagement Team on 01302 862292 
 
Stanley Gardens Tara, Stainforth.  
Springtime is here again and the gardeners of the group are in full swing in preparing flower 
beds and flower boxes for early spring.  The soil is being prepared and the group are 
approaching agencies for support for compost and bedding plants. Will keep you posted as 
the area blooms!  
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Intake Central Tara.  
The committee is organising an exercise class.  The exercise group is called ‘Sitting in & 
Stepping Out’, at all Saints Parish Hall, Cumberland Avenue, Intake.  It starts Tuesday March 
1st (6 taster sessions) 10.00am - 11.00 am, £1.50 inc. refreshments.  This is in conjunction 
with the Intake Central TARA and the 'Active in Later Life' initiative.  Contact details are 
Karen Roper 07871 696823. 
�

Westbourne Gardens 
Westbourne held their official opening of their wheelchair/scooter shelter on Friday 18 
February.  The ribbon was cut by Rosie Winterton MP.  The event was attended by a 
representative from the shelter’s funders ‘Awards for All’ whom provided information on 
further funding opportunities available through Lottery funds.  
  
AREA FORUMS 
The next Area Forum meetings have been arranged as follows and will take place at  
10.30 am in the Doncaster Federation Resource Centre:- 
 

�  West    7 March 2011 
 
�  Central  23 March 2011 
 
�  North   15 March 2011 
 
�  South/East   16 March 2011 

 
NEWS – Notice  
 

 
 
2011 Census gets closer                                                    
 

Census questionnaires will be posted to every household between 8th and 18th March.  
Completion can be done by filling the form in for posting back or by going online at 
www.census.gov.uk  

Some people will need help to complete the Census and it is a legal requirement to do so. 
Some groups may feel that setting up a session to help people with completion is a good 
way forward and this is an ideal method. The Census has a set of guidelines which cover key 
points such as confidentiality.  With appropriate notice it should be possible to get a Census 
Co-ordinator to attend your help session. If you want the guidelines and/or more information 
please contact: 

Michael Whetton 
2011 Census Area Manager for Doncaster 
Tel: 07801 331328 
email:  D110@census.gov.uk  
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Households that do not return forms will be called on by Census Collectors during April to 
remind householders and to see if assistance is needed. Please note, care homes and other 
large establishments will not receive forms by post.  A Census worker will call with them and 
liaise with the management.  But completion help may still be needed in such places. 

The Census Helpline - 0300 0201 101 - opens of 4th March. 

 

St. Leger Homes Community Engagement Team  
 
TRAINING (Get £’s for your TARA) 
Don’t forget that by undertaking our training sessions, up to four committee members will 
receive £10 each towards their TARA funds for attending any training session and up to six 
committee members attending Committee Skills training.  Please let us know if there is any 
training you think would be useful to your group for us to include in the next programme. 
 
Committee Skills Training  
 

 
 
Most TARAs have completed their committee skills training and some have already had their 
certificates presented to them at their TARA meetings.  Currently four TARAs are waiting 
dates when the training will take place   
 
We would like all TARA committees to take part in this as it helps build confidence and 
ensures a consistent message is delivered across the TARAs. The purpose is to highlight the 
roles and responsibilities of a committee and how to run effective meetings.  We can deliver 
this training in the morning or afternoon in a venue near you and at whatever time suits your 
committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This can be booked 
through your Community 
Engagement Officer and 
can be done at a venue 
of your choice, at a time 
to suit your members.  It 
is an opportunity to 
brush up your 
Committee skills and 
have a bit of fun.  Those 
who have already taken 
up this training have 
thoroughly enjoyed it 
and have been surprised 
at how much they have 
gained from doing it.   
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E-Learning 
St. Leger Homes of Doncaster has joined forces with the Housing e-Academy to provide you 
with the opportunity to improve your skills and knowledge from the comfort of your own 
home.  We are currently offering six modules: 
 

�  Fire Safety  
�  First Aid  
�  Introduction to Health and Safety  
�  Climbing the Career Ladder  
�  Healthy Living  
�  Managing a Home  
 

The modules are interactive and easy to follow, to give them a try go to the St Leger Homes 
web site, click on the following link  
http://www.stlegerhomes.co.uk/careers_and_training/e-learning.aspx 
 
This month the Community Engagement Team set up two training sessions to introduce the 
modules to a wider audience.  The sessions were very well received. 
 
 REMAINING FREE TENANT TRAINING PROGRAMME 2010-11 
Basic ICT   2 March 2011 (all day)     TRRC 
E Learning    8 March 2011 
(2 sessions’ morning & afternoon) 
Level 2 Food Safety  14 March 2011 (all day)     TRRC  
Newsletter Writing  16 March 2011 (1/2 day) 10:00 – 13:00   TRRC  
Level 2 Food Safety  21 March 2011 (all day)     TRRC 
Level 2 Food Safety  28 March 2011 (all day)     TRRC  
   
Other courses are available The Community Engagement Team can sign post to are: 

Equality and Diversity Awareness,  
Committee Skills for TARA Committees  
Call Centre Visits can be arranged. 

    Doncaster Youth Service: Young People’s training Programme 
 

Please contact the Community Engagement Team if you are interested  
Telephone: 01302 862292  
Fax: 01302 862626 
E-mail: communityengagement@stlegerhomes.co.uk 
  
Funding available for WW2 Veterans  

The Big Lottery Fund has a fund entitled ‘Heroes Return’ which provides Second World War 
veterans with grants to cover travel and accomodation expenses for trips to areas that they 
served.  They can also receive funding to take part in an official commemoration in the UK.  The 
closing date for applications is 31 January 2012.  Please contact Gavin Shawcroft if you 
know of people that would like to apply for this funding.   

DYTAG 
The groups last met on Wednesday 26th January. The looked at their old Action Plan and 
updated to group actions. DYTAG are currently working on a new Action Plan to attract more 
interest. Terry Killick is planning to come to the next meeting. The next meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 23rd February 2011 at Kava Kava Cafe. 
 
YP (Young Person) TARA  
The group last met on 17th February. The Young People were very interested in the computer 
game and have already started to design the layout and create ideas for game play. The 

� 
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floor plan (map) of the game for the Askern area has been looked at and ASB Hotspots have 
been identified. The game will expand to other hotspot areas of Doncaster, which include 
Balby Bridge, Stainforth, Rossington, Radburn Estate and Mexborough. The interest of the 
game is increasing. The next meeting is to be held on the 3rd March. 
 

Rural Focus Group  
The Rural Focus Group met on Tuesday 1st February. Michael Whetton, the Census Area 
Manager for the Office of National Statistics, gave a presentation to explain the new 
Questionnaire which will be sent to every household in the near future, and will need to be 
completed to provide information for the Census 2011.  The next meeting is Tuesday 5th April 
2011, 10.30am at the new venue of the Tenants & Residents Resource Centre, 40 St James 
Street. 
 

Disability Focus Group  
The Disability Focus Group met on Wednesday 23rd February 2011 in the Airport Lounge, 
Doncaster Deaf College, Leger Way. There were two Guest Speakers, Michael Whetton 
from the Office for National Statistics, and Sarah Cole who is Regional Project Coordinator 
for the Digital Switchover in Yorkshire TV Region.  The next Disability Focus Group meeting 
will be 25th May 2011. From that date onwards, the Airport Lounge at Doncaster Deaf 
College will be unavailable; the group discussed relocating to possible alternative venues 
including the Tenants & Residents Resource Centre and Friends Meeting House. 
 

BME Doncaster Settlers TARA  
The BME Doncaster Settlers TARA held two meetings in January – the usual Monday 
evening meeting at the Tenants Resource Centre 31st January 6pm and also piloted their 
first Saturday meeting with a change of day, time and venue. This took place on Saturday 
29th January at the Friends Meeting House 10am and was a direct result of the findings from 
the BME Tenant Participation Questionnaire, which highlighted barriers to attendance at 
BME TARA meetings. Some tenants indicated that they would prefer the venue at the 
Friends Meeting House, and find the Monday evening meetings inconvenient, therefore 
would prefer Saturday mornings. The group decided to pilot a change of day, time and venue 
for 3 months.   
 

Michael Whetton was the Guest Speaker in January, explaining his job role as Census Area 
Manager for the Office for National Statistics. He stressed the importance of completing the 
Questionnaire, and advised that there would be an Advice Line and Drop-in Support 
Sessions for people who needed assistance to complete the document. 
 
The next BME Doncaster Settlers TARA meeting will be held on Saturday 26th February 
2011 10am at the new venue of the Friends Meeting House, and then the usual meeting will 
be Monday 28th February at 6pm, Tenants Resource Centre. 
 
Facebook  
After the new innovative reported last month the use of Facebook is still increasing, not only 
from our tenants but also our staff. This is a very useful tool to keep people up to date with 
events and information. As reported last month, we now have several groups and a TARA 
Corner page, with attendance growing continually. 
 
Equality and Diversity Guide  
The Team has drafted an Equality and Diversity Guide, which will inform staff on a wide 
variety of issues addressed within the St Leger Homes of Doncaster Single Equality Scheme. 
Consultation has taken place with members of staff; the Guide has been amended as a 
result of this feedback and will shortly be available to all members of staff. 
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Doncaster Federation of Tenants and Residents Stand ing Joint Committee (SJC) 
Do you know that the Doncaster Federation of Tenant’s and Resident’s Associations have a 
website?  Their web address is www.doncaster-fed.org.uk. If your TARA has any news or 
photos they would like to share with others across the borough please contact the DFTRA 
webmaster Heather Saunders 01302 862292/ 737490 
heather.saunders@stlegerhomes.co.uk 
 
Tenants and Residents Resource Centre New Opening T imes 
With immediate effect the centres hours have been altered to the following 
 
Monday   9:30 – 1:00pm 
Tuesday  9:30 – 1:00pm 
Wednesday  9:30 – 1:00pm 
Thursday  9:30 – 1:00pm 
Friday   9:30 – 1:00pm 
Saturday  Closed 
Sunday  Closed 
 

N.B. All events booked outside of these hours will be honoured 
 

Tenants Resource Centre, St. James Street, Room Hir e 
If you have any queries or would like to contact the Standing Joint Committee they can be 
contacted on 01302 737490.  Alternatively you could call in to the Doncaster Federation of 
Tenants and Residents Resource Centre, 40 St James Street, Doncaster, DN1 3DB or email 
on secretary@doncaster-fed.org.uk  
 

This months SJC Actions 
The SJC has sent a letter to DMBC Chief Executive, The Mayor and other senior members 
of the council requesting the reversal of the decision to withdraw the Federation annual grant 
funding. 
 

AGM Awards 10 March 2011 7pm . 
All TARAs have now been contacted at least twice to ask for nominations for the following 
awards: 
 

 Best Achieving TARA 
 Most Innovative TARA 
 Good Neighbour Award 
 Lyn Ralph Award 

 
The nomination closing date has now passed, thank you to those who made nominations. 
 
 
 
 
 


